
Easter 4 

My dear Friends, 

One of my earliest memories in the Ordained Ministry was of my time when I was a Curate 33 years 
ago in the parish of Glan Ely, Church of the Resurrection. I regularly visited the seven junior and infant 
schools in the parish leading assemblies and taking RE lessons. One day, the then Bishop of Llandaff, 
Roy Davies was making one of his parish visits where he would spend a day seeing the ‘normal routine’ 
of his clergy and people. Father Bob Morgan the Vicar and I took him to one of the infant school 
assemblies. The children were familiar with their own clergy but not sure what a Bishop was. Father 
Morgan endeavoured to explain. Bishop Roy was dressed in his purple cassock and carrying a simple 
pastoral staff. The Vicar told the children that the staff was a shepherd’s crook and the Bishop was the 
shepherd or chief pastor of his flock, all the Church people in his diocese. The youngsters seemed 
satisfied, however one child asked “What are you and Father Lisk then?” In inimitable style Father 
Morgan swiftly replied, “Well, we are the sheep dogs, that’s why we wear collars!” 

This week our Gospel from St John, Chapter 10, v11-18 has Jesus describing himself as the Good 
Shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep. At this stage in the gospel before his crucifixion and 
resurrection he is only hinting at the great sacrifice that is to come. Here his listeners understand him 
to be talking of his unflinching service to them. A good shepherd has a deep knowledge and 
commitment to his charges. As well as being willing to take risks to care for them in extreme 
circumstances he is known to them and they respond to him. In the time of Jesus and in the 
contemporary care of flocks, the sheep would actually listen to the voice of their shepherd rather than 
being gathered by dogs and whistles. We can see how this has been used as a model for ordained 
parish ministry.  

The Gospel message extends into the wider role of the Church. Jesus links himself with his Father who 
knows him and is known by him. We as clergy often in these days work alone but we know we are part 
of a body of Deacons, Priests and Bishops who are called in various roles to serve the people of God in 
the area we live and work. The clergy are not as numerous as they were only a few years ago but our 
Diocesan vision encourages us to work together more across our present parish structures and develop 
new ways of fulfilling our roles with even greater involvement of Lay ministry.  

As we prepare this week for our Annual Vestry on Monday 26 April at which we elect our officers, PCC 
and church committee members do ask yourselves what roles you might offer or encourage others to 
take on. There will be changes in the organisation and of our churches and parishes in the coming year 
but this will mean more opportunities to become part of this shared leadership and commitment to 
the mission of the church. No longer can the clergy be seen as the pastors working alone but more and 
more with the people of the parishes and five churches of our proposed Ministry Area. We have a 
wonderful tradition of lay involvement in the parish of Roath. I am conscious of the huge efforts many 
have put into their church duty and service. However there is always room for others to come and be 
part of this pastoral work. Being a Warden, Treasurer, Secretary, Sunday School or Youth Worker caring 
for the elderly or needy is just as much as being part of the parish community as any other. Let us listen 
to the voice of the Good Shepherd and answer his call to help spread the Good News in Roath and 
Cathays.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


